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Our Lady of the 

A damaged plaster statue helped a washed-up Chicago radio legend 
return to the faith — and bring hope to millions

By Denyse Shannon

Thousands of people process behind the 
“Broken Mary” statue down Chicago Avenue 
after leaving St. John Cantius Church on 
May 31, 2019. The event, inspired by former 
Chicago radio host Kevin Matthews, was titled 
“There Is Hope for the Broken.”
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