How to Develop a Career as a Catholic Writer

So, you want to be a Catholic writer? Writing can be a difficult and rewarding profession, and this goes double for a career as a Catholic writer. That being said, writing is a profession that will never go away, and the Church will never have too many good writers.

Just how handy these tips are will depend on where you are in your writing journey. The first half handles getting off the ground and the second half is focused on actionable ways to grow your career as a Catholic writer. 

Preparation stage

Are you a Catholic writer or a writer who is Catholic?

Both of the answers are fine and there’s no wrong one, but it’s helpful to know. If you’re just a writer who is Catholic, you have the advantage of being able to apply secular writing success tips more broadly. If you want to be a Catholic writer, you have some extra responsibility. You will represent the Church to some extent (no matter how small the extent) when you create. Make sure that you’re comfortable with this. If you aren’t that’s fine; it’s good to know yourself.

You can, of course, decide that you’re both. Many Catholic writers will work in Catholic and non-Catholic spheres, especially if they’re freelancing. If you plan to freelance but don’t know where to start, this guide will be helpful.

Are you a writer already?

If you aren’t then all of these tips will be helpful. It may sound unhelpful, but the best tip for development is just writing. Even if it’s terrible and you never want to look at it again, I promise that getting words on the page (regardless of quality) will be helpful in the long run. 

If you’re already a writer, maybe consider pivoting more towards the Catholic aspect of it. If you already have the writing chops and a Catholic lens, then you get a gold star for being ahead of the game. Pass Go and collect $200. 

Action Stage

You’ll notice that the prep stage was pretty concise. We’re focusing more on growth and development here. If you want a more in depth guide on starting out, this article is for you.

Look for opportunities to write

Turns out that to be a writer, you have to write. You want to build a portfolio. The writing world is great and terrible because it cares more about what you’ve written before than your background and credentials. Of course, if you have an exceptional career background or college degree, you can absolutely leverage those when starting out. Just what this looks like may be different for explicitly Catholic writers than writers who are Catholic.

Catholic Writers

Well, you probably want to write for Catholic publications or create novels to be published by Catholic companies. Luckily, you can pretty easily find out which Catholic organizations and publications take unsolicited manuscripts. A resource I used starting out was this list of faith-based publications. Not all of them are Catholic, though plenty are. Outside of that list, The Lamp and Our Sunday Visitor are great to pitch to as well, depending on your writing style.

Lists of faith-based/Catholic publications are easy to find online. Make sure to always find a submission guide and read previous articles/stories to see what they’re looking for. Simply pitching to outlets will give you a good sense of what to expect in the Catholic writing world. 

Look around locally, too. Your local parish, Knights of Columbus, or non-profit probably could use a website facelift. Consider offering them a few free articles that you can put your name on. If you’re a novelist, getting involved with any of those organizations could certainly give you inspiration for characters. Organizations like the Catholic Writers Guild or Catholic Creatives can help your progress too.

Writers who are Catholic

The world is your oyster, and you can pitch to whoever you want about whatever you want. This comes with some downsides of course, including a larger pool of competition and the paralysis of choice. 

You also have the option of taking your secular writing skillset and seeing if you can make it Catholic. Do you write about travel? Consider writing a Catholic pilgrimage or travel guide. Do you write about business? There’s a need for genuinely helpful content about Catholic businesses. Do you write about marketing? Churches desperately need marketing help. You get the idea.

Employ secular writing strategies

When it comes to growth, the same general strategies will apply for Catholic and non-Catholic writers alike. Writing is a snowball effect, and it can take a while for that snowball to build up momentum, but don’t get discouraged! 

Gig work sites

Sites like Upwork or Fiverr are great for writers, especially if you’re starting out. If you’re looking to write explicitly Catholic content, there may not be as many options, but someone out there needs it done! 

Networking

“But I became a writer to get away from people.” I hear that, but you’ve got to network occasionally. It doesn’t have to be anything too fancy or too formal, so don’t worry. Catholic groups on LinkedIn can be helpful both professionally and spiritually. LinkedIn also has plenty of writing gigs posted, so peruse those at your leisure as well.

If you have any Catholic professionals societies (or anything similar) near you, consider stopping by. In the age of the internet, anyone with a website needs content written and you have the skill they need.

Trust

The reality is that writing can be a frustrating process. You pitch and pitch and don’t always hear back. You’ve got a gift though, so don’t give up too easily. Pitch away, get gigs as you can, and be open to revisions and learning. 

There can be extra pressure felt in creating Catholic content. While it’s good to understand the weight and value of what you’re doing, scrupulosity isn’t from God. You aren’t fixing the Church with your words; you’re just doing your part. The weight of the world is not on your shoulders. Put forth the best work that you can and trust that it will be elevated to where it needs to be. 
