5 Epic Summer Road Trips

By Joseph Coleman

Summertime has always been the time of road trips. Here are five for you to try out this summer season.

I don’t know about you, but it feels like I’ve spent more than one eternity stuck inside. Summer is always a great time to hit the road, but it feels even more important for this trip around the sun. If you’re itching to be on the move again, these road trips are for you.

ALCAN Highway

The Alaska-Canadian Highway, also known as the ALCAN Highway, is almost 1,400 miles long, and is one of the most intensely breathtaking drives on the continent. Your starting point is in Dawson Creek, British Columbia, and from there, you’ve got 1,390 miles of open road.

What to Know:

Expect road conditions to be pretty good on the whole. This is Alaska and Western Canada, so they won’t be perfect, but you don’t need a high-clearance vehicle to enjoy the drive. 

While Canada has relaxed its COVID restrictions on border crossings, you’ll want to visit the Government of Canada’s website to check the latest information. Regulations change, so make sure you’re aware of border crossing requirements.

What to See:

There’s never a dull moment on the ALCAN Highway. If you’re looking for bodies of water, make sure you stop at Muncho Lake or Liard River Hot Springs Provincial Park. In Yukon Territory, the Saint Elias Mountains and Kluane National Park and Reserve are your main points of interest. 

Once you cross into Alaska, stop at the Tetlin National Wildlife Refuge. If you’ve got time, drive from Delta Junction to Anchorage to explore Southeast Alaska. If you’ve got even more time, take the train from Anchorage to Denali for an unforgettable journey. 

Best for Beer

Unlike many more structured road trips, there is no singular, defined beer pilgrimage that you can undertake. However, there are a few cities and stops that warrant top honors on a good beer-themed road trip. You get two Smokey and the Bandit references, maximum, on this trip, so use them wisely. 

What to Know:

The beauty of a road trip like this is you can start at any point and end whenever you like. Whether you’ve got a weekend or a month, you can make this trip work. It helps to have at least a few friends for this one, or you’ll be a DD more often than you’d like.

What to See:

First up: Grand Rapids, Michigan. If you know anything about craft brewing, it will come as no surprise that “Beer City” is the kickoff spot for your beer-cation (a bit of a stretch, I admit). You’ll get long summer days conducive to maximum liquid-barley ingestion. If you pick one brewery, make it Brewery Vivant.

Your second stop is Portland, Maine. Portland is churning out beer like it got cut from the varsity squad last season and has something to prove. You can’t go wrong in any brewery in this little New England town, but you should definitely check out Foulmouthed Brewing, located in an old auto garage.

Next comes the ever-popular Asheville, North Carolina. Asheville’s ratio of breweries to people is similar to Montana’s ratio of cows to people. Maybe a slight exaggeration, but this artsy, outdoors city is punching well out of its weight class. If you want to be surrounded by that Asheville spirit, stop into DSSOLVR.

You’ve got a long drive from Asheville to San Diego. Fayetteville, Arkansas deserves an honorable mention if you need a stop along the way. The Golden State claims to be the starting point of the US craft beer craze, and San Diego is the star of California’s beer scene. Stop into Coronado Brewing Company while you’re there.

Your penultimate stop is Bend, Oregon. Asheville fans will be right at home in this Oregonian Asheville, with its outdoor adventure scene and quirky local culture. Make a trip to the Ale Apothecary once you get into town. 

Last but certainly not least is the Mile High City. Denver, Colorado is as linked to beer as Macaulay Culkin is to the Home Alone franchise. Sure, there’s plenty more going on, but most people think of beer first. In fairness, Denver has an incredible beer scene, so you can’t say it’s too reductionist to call it a beer city. Stop into 10 Barrel Brewing, and you’ll find plenty of conveniently located breweries afterward.

If you’ve got the extra time, consider adding Albuquerque, Portland (Oregon), and Austin to your itinerary for some more summer suds.

San Juan Skyway

If you’re a nature lover, you know that Colorado is a veritable outdoor playground. The San Juan Skyway is 233 miles long and runs a loop through Southwestern Colorado. Starting in Durango, the route takes drivers about seven hours on average, but if you want to extend the San Juan Skyway into a longer adventure, it’s quite easy.

What to Know:

If you’re looking for unique cities, you’ll run through many cool old Colorado mining towns. Take your time exploring those. Yeah, there’s going to be a touristy element to them to a degree. Embrace it; it’s fun! In terms of towns, Telluride is the biggest name on this list, and a must-stop.

What to See:

The peak of this trip is exploring Colorado’s public lands. The San Juan National Forest takes top billing here for most travelers, and you can spend a day exploring and hiking through the woods there. For those hoping to find themselves lakeside, Haviland and Electra Lakes come up quickly at the beginning of your drive.

Mesa Verde National Park is just a short detour from Cortez, Colorado. While it’s not a household name, there are still roughly half a million annual visitors, with peak season in July and August, so plan accordingly. 


Best for Sunshine

If you’re looking for long, sunny days perfect for hiking and backpacking, grab your gear and make your way north. This is my favorite option of all (yes, even above the great beer journey). This route takes you along the Pacific Coast Highway, into the Pacific Northwest, towards Montana, and then into Canada to top it all off. 

What to Know:

Like with the ALCAN Highway route, you’ll be crossing the Canadian border (though you can opt to skip that part), so get your paperwork in order and visit the Canadian Government’s website for all travel-related advisories. 

What to See:

You can start this trip from wherever you want, but Southern California is the best place to hit the road. Hop on the PCH and take it north. If you’ve got the time, incorporate the entire PCH into this journey; that alone is worth the price of admission, and it’ll only be step one! Along the way, you want to stop at Yosemite, Sequoia, and Kings Canyon National Parks at a minimum.

Once you run out of PCH, keep following the coastline up Highway 101. The Oregon and Washington coasts are immaculate in the summer and cannot be missed, so stay coastal on your drive. Your days will only be getting longer as you go. Once you’re into Washington, stay on the coastal side, heading towards the western part of Olympic National Park. Olympic is a must-see while you’re there.

After Olympic, Highway 101 will start heading east, and you’ll set your sights on Glacier National Park. Take your time traversing through Washington and Idaho, and enjoy the natural beauty they offer. If you have time along the way, stop in Missoula and take in this funky, wilderness-adjacent city. Once you hit Glacier National Park, you can extend your trip into Alberta, Canada to see the famous Banff National Park.


Blues Highway

Music fans will appreciate the significance of the Blues Highway. With roots deep in American history, this trip through the South will give any music lover a greater appreciation of the craft’s history.

What to Know:

Strictly speaking, this is just a traverse of US Route 61. However, considering the significance of the stops on this journey, it’s called the Blues Highway. So, no need to be confused; they’re the same thing. If you have extra time, make a stop in the Live Music Capital of the World: Austin, Texas.

What to See: 

Your trip starts in Music City, USA: Nashville, Tennessee. Sure, you may have to wade through a few more bachelorette parties than expected, but it’s entirely worth it. This is the mecca of music (especially for country fans) and it deserves its place as the first stop on this trip. Stop into the Grand Ole Opry while you’re there.

Second is the Home of the Blues: Memphis, Tennessee. This city also has strong roots in soul, Gospel, jazz, rock—basically everything. Grab some of the famous barbecue and head to Beale Street.

Fans of the Delta Blues will appreciate a stop in Tunica, Mississippi. While it’s not essential, you can learn a lot about the genre in an afternoon here.

Clarksdale, Mississippi is next and cannot be skipped. Some of the greatest bluesmen ever to grace the music scene spent time here. If you’re there, check out the sign at the Devil’s Crossroads that made the lore of Robert Johnson famous. 

Last but not least is New Orleans, Louisiana. This southern city is more than just Bourbon Street and Mardi Gras. The French influence makes for a perfect fusion of cuisine and music. You can’t go anywhere without experiencing the musical history of this city, and why would you want to? If you want to experience live jazz, skip Bourbon Street and head to Frenchman Street.

Wherever you find yourself headed, all that matters is that you get back out on the road and make new memories you’ll hold onto this summer and beyond! 





